
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With our cat numbers nudging 400, we have had to think 
outside the box.  Susan Davila , our Shelter Manager,  
mentioned to Janet Foisset , a good friend of the shelter,  
that she wished that we had a spot in one of the malls to 
draw attention to our animals. 
 
Sue said this approach enabled other shelters to adopt  
out their pet population. Since Janet was on her way to  
Eastern Hills Mall  on Transit Road in Williamsville, she stopped at the mall management 
office. And guess what! They were delighted to offer us a location right across from the 
Dipson Theater and Department of Motor Vehicles! 

 
Shelter staff donated their time off and volunteers worked hard to ready the space. So far, 
we cleaned and painted, built a cat room and as soon as we installed the linoleum we 
started moving cats into the store.  
 
Please help make this new endeavor a success.  If you can volunteer, please call the 
shelter. We are flexible. Spend a few hours or work a regular schedule. A shelter worker 
or a board member will always be there when we are open. 
 
You can find us north of Macy’s on the backside of the mall.  The telephone number of the 
Adoption Center is (716) 632-5194.  Hope to see you there!   And bring a friend... 
 
Thank you, Janet , for getting the ball rolling! 
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“It started with a wish...” 

Grace celebrated her 
9th birthday this year 
on November 28th. 
 
For her birthday 
party, she asked for 
donations for the 
Wyoming County 
SPCA instead of gifts 
for herself.  She had 
heard that the shelter 
has a lot of cats and 
needs help. 
 
Grace attends the 
Attica Elementary 
School on Prospect 
Street and is in the 
4th grade. 
 
Her donations to the 
shelter include: 
 
Money, cat food, 
cat toys, dog toys 
and pet treats 
 
Way to go, Grace... 
 

Your thoughtful 
donations are greatly 
appreciated. 
 
YOU are an  
Animals’ Savior!  



 

Board of Directors:  
 

Sue Davi la .  .  .  .  .  .  Shel ter  Manager  
El l ie  Watk ins.  .  .  .  Pres ident  
Rich Thomas.  .  .  .  Vi ce Presi dent  
Paul  Stenman .  .  .  Treasurer  
Margaret  Madison.  Secretar y 
Jan ice St enman .  .  Fundra is ing Chai r  
Jenna Pedersen 
Wendy DeCarr  
 
Board  meet ing s are  he ld  the  th i rd  
Thursday o f  the  month .   Members may 
a t tend  meet ings  b y ca l l in g  the  
Pres iden t  to  b e  put  on  t he  agend a .   
Dates  are  sub jec t  to  chan ge.  
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Shelter Hours:  
  

Monday . . . . . . . . . .  closed 
Tuesday  . . . . . . . . .  closed 
Wednesday . . . 11:00 – 3:00 pm 
Thursday . . . . .  11:00 – 4:30 pm* 
Friday . . . . . . . . 11:00 – 3:00 pm 
Saturday. . . . . . 11:00 – 3:00 pm 
Sunday  . . . . . .  9:00 – 12:00 pm 

 
*  an d  /  o r  b y  a p p o in t m e nt .  

 
I f  t h e r e  i s  an  e m e r g e n c y ,  c o n t a c t  
yo u r  l o c a l  p o l i c e ,  S h e r i f f ’ s  De p t .  o r  
t h e  S t a t e  P o l i c e .  
 
I f  yo u  c a l l  t h e  s h e l t e r  an d  g e t  t h e  
a n s w er i n g  m a c h i n e ,  p l e a s e  l e a v e  a  
m e s sa g e .   P le a se  b e  p a t i e n t .  W e  
a r e  ve r y  b u s y ,  b u t  s o m eo n e  w i l l  
r e t u r n  yo u r  c a l l .  

 

Message  from  the President  
 
As the Christmas season approaches and 2009 draws to a close, the staff and 
Board of Directors at the Wyoming County SPCA No Kill Shelter reflect back 
on a very busy year filled with changes and challenges.  
 
Our Board of Directors has undergone many changes since last January.  We 
have lost three dedicated members from our Board.  During the course of this 
year five new members have joined the Board bringing us experience, 
expertise, talent and a passion for our cause. 
 
In April, 2009 the Wyoming Correctional Facility closed it's prison farm leaving 
a large number of cats to fend for themselves.  This situation was truly our 
greatest challenge of 2009.  The cats lived in the barns and outbuildings at the 
farm.  The Shelter was alerted to this situation and the plight of these cats by a 
concerned individual who contacted us. 
 
Sue Davila, our Shelter manager, and Janice Stenman visited the farm site to 
evaluate the situation.  Sue set several have-a-heart traps and, over the 
course of a week, was able to trap sixty-two cats and bring them out of the 
damp April winds to the warmth and safety of the Shelter.  Many of the cats 
were pregnant, hungry and desperately in need of care.  Also, during the 
spring season approximately thirty cats from two different situations were 
brought to the Shelter.  Acquiring this large number of cats in such a short 
period of time definitely put a strain on the Shelter resources and available 
space. 
 
I was able to foster two of the pregnant prison cats.  They arrived at my home 
in the last weeks of pregnancies.  Both were thin and gaunt, their fur matted 
and their swaying bellies almost touching the floor as they walked.  They had 
no names.  On April 12, Easter Sunday, the dark tortie gave birth to five 
healthy kittens.  Thus, I named her Easter.  The following Sunday, April 19, 
2009. Lily gave birth to six squirming babies, all healthy and noisy.  Moms and 
kittens all did well.  The moms gained weight and looked beautiful.  Lily has 
found a forever home as have several of the kittens from both litters.  Easter 
still awaits her forever home.  Her favorite pastime is to sit quietly in one the 
living room windows, her copper eyes intently watching the sparrows at the 
birdfeeders.  She is a beautiful, regal looking tortie. 
 
In August of this year the Shelter was offered space in the Eastern Hills Mall 
on Transit Road for use as an adoption site.  Since that time our Board 
members and staff have visited the site frequently, fixing and readying it to 
open.  This satellite site is both a change for the Shelter and a challenge for us 
all.  We are hoping that the extra space at the satellite will take some burden 
off our heavily crowded Shelter.  Also, our cats at the site will have greater 
exposure to a larger population of people in the Buffalo, Williamsville, Amherst 
and Clarence areas.  We are hoping that this endeavor will be a success and 
that many more of our cats will find forever homes through this site.  We invite 
all of our loyal SPCA members and the public to visit us at our satellite site 
located on the first floor of Easter Hills Mall opposite the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 
 
At this Holiday Season we ask again for donations to help us keep our Shelter 
afloat for another year.  The survival of the Shelter depends on the support 
received in donations from the many kind folks who care about the welfare of 
animals.  We are only as strong as those who support us.  Please take a 
moment to remember the SPCA at this busy season of giving.  Our dogs and 
cats can't thank you, but we are here to speak for them.  All donations go 
towards their housing, food and veterinary care. 
 
We, the Board of Directors and staff of the Wyoming County SPCA No Kill 
Shelter wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a New Year of good 
health, happiness and prosperity. 
 
                                                                 Eleanor J. Watkins 
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10 Reasons  
Why It's Great to be a Dog  

 
 

1. If it itches, you can reach 
it. And no matter where it 
itches, no one will be 
offended if you scratch it in 
public.  

 
2. No one notices if you have 

hair growing in weird 
places as you get older. 

  
3. Personal hygiene is a 

blast: No one expects you 
to take a bath every day, 
and you don't even have to 
comb your own hair.  

 
4. Having a wet nose is 

considered a sign of good 
health.  

 
5. No one thinks less of you 

for passing gas. Some 
people might actually think 
you're cute.  

 
6. Who needs a big home 

entertainment system? A 
bone or an old shoe can 
entertain you for hours.  

 
7. You can spend hours just 

smelling stuff.  
 
8. No one ever expects you 

to pay for lunch or dinner. 
You never have to worry 
about table manners, and 
if you gain weight, it's 
someone else's fault.  

 
9. It doesn't take much to 

make you happy. You're 
always excited to see the 
same old people. All they 
have to do is leave the 
room for five minutes and 
come back.  

 
10. Every garbage can looks 

like a cold buffet to you. 

The Cruelty Of Claw Removal  
 
Cats use their claws for various purposes. Claws are important to cats as they are an essential 
part of balancing. If you've noticed a cat jumping and latching on to a high object as when 
climbing trees, you've probably noticed that he uses his claws to pull himself up.  
 
Cats use their claws for stretching, walking, and running as well. The claws are also a cat's 
primary source of defense against other animals and humans as well. Most cats keep their 
claws extremely sharp, as their claws and teeth are basically their only weapons. 
 
Cats use their claws to scratch things, which mark their territory. Their claws have glands, which 
contain a secretion. When they leave their mark on something, the secretion is transferred to 
the area they scratched. This is detectable to other cats although not to humans. Sometimes, 
they will also scratch something to remove the older claw which will fall off and give them a 
brand new claw that resides underneath. 
 
As sad as it is, a lot of pet owners choose to put their own possessions above their cat, such as 
their expensive furniture or carpets. These cat owners are afraid that the cat will ruin their 
furniture or carpet, and therefore will choose to get their cat de-clawed. Getting a cat's claws 
removed is a surgical procedure, one that can only be performed by a veterinarian. The owner 
will need a good reason though, as a vet won't do the surgery just to keep one's furniture or 
carpet protected. 
 
If you've been thinking of getting your cat de-clawed, you should know that the process can 
totally change his personality. Once the cat is de-clawed, he will be in pain and confused. He 
may not be able to jump in the window or on the couch, and he may not be able to play like he 
once did. Some cats, after being de-clawed, tend to get aggressive and bite with their teeth. To 
make a long story short, the cat will be completely miserable - which is a tough thing to bear for 
those who love their cats. 
 
Those who decide to own cats should know that a cat can scratch on occasion. If someone isn't 
prepared to deal with that fact, they shouldn't own a cat in the first place. There are plenty of 
other great pets out there if you aren't up for handling a cat. If you're just worried about your 
furniture or carpet, there are ways that you can keep your cat from scratching on your 
belongings. 
 
The first thing to do is to get your cat a scratching post and let him know where it is and how to 
use it. You can also get a rush mat as well, which will help your cat with his instincts to scratch. 
You may have to demonstrate how to use the mat or the post at first, although your cat should 
catch onto it quick. Once you have shown him the ropes, he will scratch on the post or the mat - 
and not your furniture or your carpet.�
�
Before you decide to take the inhumane path of getting your cat de-clawed, you should look into 
your other available options�  

 Wish List 
Adopters 
Clay Cat Litter 
Scoopable Cat Litter 
Purina Dry Cat Food 
Kitten Food (canned & dry) 
Cat Food (canned) 
Cat toys (small) 
Sisal Rope scratch poles 
Cardboard scratch boxes 
Purina Dry Dog Food 
Dog food (canned) 
Dog Toys (NEW large rubber type) 
Nylon Leashes 
Dog collars with metal clasps 

 (medium to extra large) 
Metal dog crates (medium and large) 
Antibacterial Dishwashing Liquid 
Antibacterial Hand Soap 

Bleach 
Hand Towels 
Johnson & Johnson Q-Tips 
Laundry Detergent 
Latex & Plastic Gloves 
Paper Towels 
LEMON scented Pine-sol 
Wash Cloths 
Brooms and dust pans 
Mop heads and sticks 
33 Gallon Garbage Bags (heavy duty) 
Plastic Grocery Bags 
Copy Paper 
Envelopes (legal & regular) 
Postage Stamps (1st class) 
DAD’S UPC labels 
PURINA Weight Circles 
Volunteers  
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Our Financial Condition  
 

Cash on hand as of January 1, 2009: $233,333.63 
 
Over the year to date, we have taken in $182,214.14 in donations, etc. against 
expenses of $330,644.16.  This has resulted in a loss of $148,430.02. 
 
Cash on hand as of December 1, 2009:  $84,903.61. 

Wyoming County SPCA Income vs Expense
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If we maintain an intake of $15,000 per month and disburse $30,000 per month 
as we have averaged for the last three months, the approximately $85,000 
cash on hand will be depleted in just over 5 months.   
 
The only workable scenario that will stop the rapid loss of cash appears to be 
to quickly reduce the animal population at the shelter to about 100.  With the 
reduction in population, expenses would be reduced to a level that would be 
covered by the average monthly intake through donations, etc. 
 
The Board of Directors is continuing to work on developing a strategic plan to 
mitigate this financial crisis.  Opening the Adoption Center at the Eastern Hills 
Mall to promote adoptions along with our on site adoption efforts at PetSmart, 
seeking additional funding through grant applications, looking for other shelters 
to take some of our cats, etc. are some of the options we have pursued. 
 
If the situation cannot be resolved, the shelter will have to close... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy Matuch 
President & CEO                                         
651 Oakwood Avenue 
East Aurora, New York 14052 
 Increase Fuel Economy 
 Decrease Emissions Tel: 716 655-7585 
 Guaranteed   Fax: 716 655-7308 
      Email:  
W W W . T U R B O 3 00 0 D . C O M  j a m s t u r b o i n c @ a o l . c o m  

The Power of We 
Makes a Huge Impact!  

 
Alone, problems can be insurmountable. 
No matter how hard we try, we can’t 
get ahead.  
 
But here’s an idea. Ads on TV talk about 
turning gold into cash. I have a couple of 
broken chains, a few earrings without 
mates and an old class ring I never wear. 
Alone, they don’t have much dollar value. 
But if we all pool similar items and send 
them to the shelter, the “Power of We” will 
make a huge difference. Please use the 
enclosed envelope for your donation 
and/or your gold bits.  
 
Do you have ideas for the “Power of We?” 
Include them, too.�

Notice 
 
The Wyoming County SPCA is a  
tax exempt, 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
organization. As such, your 
donations are tax deductible. 
 
A copy of our latest annual financial 
report may be obtained, upon 
request, from the Wyoming County 
SPCA or from: 
 
New York State Attorney General's 
Charities Bureau 
Attn: FOIL Officer 
120 Broadway 
New York, New York 10271 

Address Change 
 
The Wyoming County SPCA  is  
no longer using  P.O. Box 151 .  
Our correct address is: 
 

Wyoming County SPCA 
808 Creek Road 
Attica, NY 14011 
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Bertha Hamilton Trust  
 
The Bertha Hamilton 
Trust is a trust fund 
maintained by the HSBC 
Private Bank.  Bertha 
Hamilton established the 
trust fund as a generous, 
continuing legacy out of 
her love for animals. 
 
This fund makes 
available approximately 
$42,000 each year 
(depending on the 
investment market) for 
distribution among nine 
animal service agencies 
to help defray the cost of 
capital purchases and to 
assist with startup and 
operation of special 
programs. 
 
We are pleased and 
grateful that the Trustees 
have continued to 
choose to sponsor our 
efforts to provide 
humane care and 
treatment for all animals 
needing care and 
protection in the 
Wyoming County area. 
 
We are proceeding with 
a request to the Trustees 
that their award to us 
this past fall be used to 
expand our Spay / 
Neuter program to help 
curb the population 
growth of cats and dogs 
in our area. 
 
Look for more details in 
an upcoming newsletter. 

ALL MY CHILDREN 
By 

Momma 
 
Abandoned! I don’t want to remember that day. I sat by the side of the road, waiting for my 
humans to return. In my heart, I knew they wouldn’t. Sometimes I hate being right.  Where was 
I? I didn’t know. And just when I thought things couldn’t get any worse, it started to rain. You 
see, I was pregnant too. I’d never had to fend for myself. I didn’t know how. But soon I’d have 
a litter of hungry babies to feed. 
 
Well, I couldn’t sit around feeling sorry for myself. There were new surroundings to explore. A 
creek provided fresh water. Nearby I found a hollow tree. Before long, I was an expert insect 
catcher and once-in-a-while I snagged a mouse. But for every one I caught, many escaped. I 
barely survived. I had four babies in that tree. 
 
Eight weeks later, I was horrified to find myself pregnant again. I was already skin and bones. 
If I had to choose, circumstances would force me to abandon my new babies for the ones in 
the tree. They still needed me. Only another mother could feel my heartbreak. 
  
One day, I discovered the scent of another cat and followed her to a house. The garage door 
was open a crack. Oh Joy, a big dish of food! It was always full. The resident cat hissed and 
puffed up her fur, but I didn’t give a rat’s tail. I just told her to get over herself. 
 
In the back corner of that garage, I had my second litter. I did my best to hide, but humans 
heard my babies mewing. I’d never been more terrified. I vowed not to go down without a fight. 
That day my humans named me Wild Thing. He he he! Now they just call me Momma. 
 
My fears were unfounded. They made a big fuss over us. I discovered it wasn’t the first time 
they’d welcomed strays. Imagine their shock when I brought them my first litter too, but I had 
this sick feeling when they said nine more cats were too many. They called the Wyoming 
County SPCA No-kill Shelter to see if they had room for us. They didn’t. They already had 
more cats and kittens than I could count on my four paws and all my whiskers. I didn’t stick 
around to hear about the dogs. I raced to alert my kittens. Act cute whenever the humans 
came around and be sure to purr, I told them and I’m proud to report they outdid themselves. 
A few days later, I heard the humans say ten cats were just enough. Oh, the games we play.  
Forgive my strong language, but that was just too meowing close! 
 
Patiently, they tamed my first babies. As I watched, I learned how to trust again. 
 
The humans became members of the Wyoming County SPCA No-kill Shelter and vowed do 
everything possible to help the shelter animals—nearly 400 unwanted, abandoned or abused 
dogs and cats. They learned the shelter only receives money from donations, fundraisers, 
bequests and occasional small grants. 
 
As soon as I weaned my second litter, my humans took me to see Dr. Robinson at the Corfu 
Veterinary Clinic. He permanently retired me from the kitten factory business. When my babies 
were a bit older, they went to see Dr. Robinson too. 
 
I learned most strays are not treated so kindly. Each year, millions of adoptable animals end 
up being “put down, put to sleep, or euthanized”— just nice words for killed. 
 
So, here I sit, surrounded by all my children, purring when I think of our good fortune. But I’m a 
bit sad too. I overheard my humans (YES, I ADOPTED THEM) talking last night when they 
thought I was asleep. The Wyoming County SPCA No-kill Shelter will close soon if they can’t 
reduce the population and raise more money. That is why I took pen in paw to write my story. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, have your pets spayed or neutered. And, please find it in your 
heart to help the shelter stay open by sending your donation today. 
 
We have funds to operate until April. Needless to s ay, we are spending many sleepless 
nights trying to come up with solutions. Right now,  our goal is to reduce the cat 
population to a manageable number—around 100. That is the number that we can 
support with the current rate of fundraisers and do nations.  
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FREE KITTENS 
FREE PUPPIES 

 
I shudder each time I see the signs. They pop up along the highway 
every spring, summer and fall. Someone has neglected to have their 
female spayed and now they are stuck with another litter. They hope 
that some nice people will stop and give them a good home, because 
after a few litters, all the neighbors lock their doors when they see 
them coming!  
 
And yes, probably nice people do happen along once in a while, but 
quite often people who take them, don’t want the vet bills or the 
bother to have them spayed or neutered either. Most likely, in six to 
nine months time they will be trying to place their own litter, or they 
tire of the animals and dump them in the country or at a shelter! After 
all, they can always find another new cute FREE PUPPY OR 
KITTEN. 
 
But that isn’t the worst scenario. By now, we’ve all heard of Michael 
Vick. He is just one of hundreds who has abused animals on a grand 
scale. There is no guarantee that those “free kittens and puppies” 
won’t end up the same way or worse. 
 
In our experience, drop-offs usually have ear mites, worms, fleas and 
other problems that need treatment. But once they are well, if you are 
looking for a wonderful pet, please consider our shelter. Each kitten 
and puppy has received their shots. We test for communicable 
diseases such as FIV or Parvovirus. And if they haven’t been spayed 
or neutered, which is usually the case, we provide assistance to have 
them done.  
 
So, the next time you see a sign FREE KITTENS remember to think 
of us at the Wyoming County SPCA No-kill Shelter before pulling into 
that driveway. 

Homemade Dog Treats  
 

It’s Christmas cookie time. Here’s a 
treat your dog will love.�
�

Peanut Butter 
Pet Dog Cookie Treats �

�
Peanut Butter Pet Dog Cookie Treats 
is a delicious dog treat recipe that 
your dog will thoroughly enjoy. 
Making these dog cookie treats 
requires minimal work. 
 
Ingredients for Peanut Butter Pet 
Dog Cookie Treats: 
 
2 cups whole wheat flour 
1 cup wheat germ 
1 cup peanut butter 
1 egg 
1/4 cup vegetable oil  
1/2 cup water 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
 
Preparation for Peanut Butter Pet 
Dog Cookie Treats: 
 
Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F. 
 
Combine flour wheat germ and salt in 
large bowl then mix in peanut butter, 
egg, oil and water. Roll dough out 
onto a lightly floured surface till about 
1/2 inch thick, then cut out the 
biscuits using a cookie cutter -- (or 
make squares). Put the biscuits onto 
an un-greased baking sheet. Bake 15 
minutes for the smaller sized cookies 
and up to 35 minutes for larger 
shaped ones. 
 
Store in the fridge. Peanut butter pet 
dog cookie treats require little effort 
to prepare and are a favorite among 
the doggy community. :)  

How I can get a coupon for Purina pet food  
and help out the Wyoming County SPCA? 

 
�   Go to www.giveabowl.com  
�   Download a valuable coupon for any Purina pet food.  
��� �   “Give a Bowl” back to Your Favorite Animal Welfare 

Organization by selecting them to receive $1 worth of pet 
food coupons from Purina when you use your coupon. 

 Please select Wyoming County SPCA. 
 



 In Memory Of : Lovingly Remembered By: 
James and Mary Bognar Christine Bognar 

Jodi Brinkman 

Norm & Norma Bartz, Rose Bartz, Roxanne & Ronald 
Christensen, Patty & Richard Edelman, Karl & Paula 
Hinz, Laurene & James Hofmann, William & Regina 
Lepsch, Lynn & Chuck Pautler, John & Julie Perry, Irene 
Phelps, Tammy & John Reding, Douglas & Janis Reed, 
Betty Russo, Mark & Susan Scharlau, David Sokol, Dale 
& Neena Swanson, Donna Terrell, Roseanne & Edward 
Waterstraat, Linda & Wayne Wolf 

Jack Carter Ralph Janes, Bonnie Reynolds 
Natalie Cook John Cook, Jr. 
June Conway Her beloved dogs, horses, goats and cats 
Betsy Davidson Sue Edelman 
Sandy Finn Maryellen Del Plato 
Patricia Fritton Stephanie Stachewicz 
Judith Gauthier Christine Bognar 
Karen George Bradley Benedict 
Joan P. Goll Ray Goll 
Arthur Kautz Gloria Cannon 
Don Klancer Jean Geiger 
Charles McCarthy Maureen Schiener 
Tom McGonnell Mary Belcha 
Mary Ann Nicastro Theresa Nicastro 
Lillian Peckoff Lucy Reed 
Mary E. Pierce Amelita Colangelo, Marianne Patri-Sollitt 
Dale Pohl Sarah Swyers 

Jean Sinclair Arnold Sprague, Dianne Hall, Eva Lyons, Patricia 
Wechter, Wayne & Mona Willard 

Doris Sondericker Dana & Linda Blujus 
Susan J. Smith Gary L. Smith 

Albert "Jack" Tuttle Thomas & Pamela Beiersdord, David & Karen Tallman,  
Roxanne Tuttle 

Joanne Zetterberg Sharon Kolacki, Gene & Jackie Pawlicki, David & Beth 
Sokol, Nellie MacConnell 

"Caspar" Ronald & Patricia Fraser 
"Choo Choo" Judy Hotchkin 
"Cooper" & "Rocco" Rick & Chris Wendt 
"Daisy" Clarence & Margaret Johnson 
"Deena & Peaches" Joyce M. Shutt 
"Freck", "Melissa", "Lucy" Auntie & Uncle George 
"Griddlebone" Herod Anne & Walter Herod 
"K.D." John & Linda McMahon 
"Kenny" Helen Goodman 
"Louie" Theresa Nicastro 
"Lucky" Judy Hudson 
"Lucy" Bonnie Reynolds 
"Maxi" & "Shatze" Palmer William & Carol Bruyere 
"Partner" Joan Carol Coventry 
"Sandy" & "Lady" D. Adriance 
"Schmitty" Lynne Brady 
"Tiger" Mark, Tammy, Allison & Shirley Pickard 
"Whiskers" Jacqueline Isgro 
"Willow" & "Laddie Boy" Robert & Beverly Bridgeman 
"Zermatt" Burt & Karin Towne 

In Honor Of: By: 
Judy and John Hotchkin Pete & Christina Treichler, Ruth & Francis Treichler 
Dr. Kimberly Stang L. Gordon & Susan E. Booth 
Dr. Ralph Wynn of 
Women & Childrens Hospital 

Diane Harter 

"Stormy" & "Ginger" John Mooney 
All the homeless cats & kittens... Richard & Bernice Couillard 
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A LITTLE KNOWN FACT  
 
The story of Mary Ellen 
Wilson ... 
 
Said Etta Wheeler’s niece 
to her aunt, "You are so 
troubled over that abused 
child, why not go to Mr. 
Bergh? She is a little 
animal, surely." 
 
Thus began the ASPCA’s 
battle to save the life of a 
child. Late in the year of 1873, 
laws to protect animals had 
been in place for nearly a 
decade, but there were few 
laws to shield children from 
abuse. 
 
Etta Wheeler discovered Mary 
Ellen Wilson, a nine-year-old 
girl who was being cruelly 
tortured by her stepparents. 
But there were no laws against 
child abuse at the time and 
although she went to the 
police, the courts, and the 
church, Wheeler was 
powerless to stop the parents. 
She turned to Henry Bergh, 
the founder of the American 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals , who 
obtained custody of Mary 
Ellen. Bergh sent Mary Ellen's 
stepmother to prison only by 
bringing the little girl before a 
judge and invoking the laws 
against abusing animals. 
Thanks to Wheeler and Bergh, 
the first child protection laws 
came into existence. 
 
You may read Mary Ellen’s 
entire story on our website at 
www.wcspca.net. 
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Won’t you please fill out the application below and join our “family” or send us a donation? 

  �  Donation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amount  $ ___________ 

  �  Membership Application �  Membership Renewal 
 Membership Level and Dues (please check one if applying for a membership or renewal): 

  �  Single . . $20  �   Family . . $35  �  Junior . . $15  �  Senior . . $15  �  Corporate . . $75 
 

 Name:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 E-mail: ______________________________ @ ___________________________________ 

� �     ������������	�
���
������������������������� rd.  
 

 Send to: Wyoming County SPCA 
 808 Creek Road 
 Attica, NY 14011 
November / December 2009 Thank You For Your Support.  


